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TRUMP ASSAILS 


STEINLE VERDICT 


President and others react angrily after 


jury acquits undocumented immigrant of murder, manslaughter 


By Angela Ruggiero, 
Tatiana Sanchez 
and Tracey Kaplan 
Staff writers 


SANFRANCISCO » In a stun- 
ning verdict that quickly 
reignited a national fire- 
storm over illegal immi- 
gration, a San Francisco 
jury on Thursday found an 
undocumented immigrant 
not guilty in the shooting 
death of Kate Steinle two 
years ago on a San Fran- 
cisco pier. 

The jury, which included 
three immigrants, found 
54-year-old Jose Ines Gar- 
cia Zarate guilty of being 
a felon in possession of a 
firearm. But after nearly 
a week of deliberations it 
acquitted the five-time-de- 
ported Mexican national 
on first-degree and second- 
degree murder charges as 
well as involuntary man- 
slaughter. 


“A disgraceful verdict 
in the Kate Steinle case!” 
President Donald Trump 
tweeted late Thursday 
night. “No wonder the peo- 
ple of our Country are so 
angry with Illegal Immi- 
gration.” 

The San Francisco Dis- 
trict Attorney’s Office had 
argued that Garcia Za- 
rate intentionally aimed 
a gun at Steinle and fired 
at her, before throwing the 
weapon into San Francisco 
Bay and running away. 
But the defense argued 
that Steinle’s death was 
a freak accident, saying 
that the gun had acciden- 
tally fired after the home- 
less man found it wrapped 
in a towel. The shot rico- 
cheted off Pier 14 in San 
Francisco’s Embarcadero 
district, the defense ar- 
gued, and tragically struck 
the 32-year-old Pleasanton 
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KARL MONDON — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Defense attorney Matt Gonzalez said the “verdict should be respected” in the trial of Jose Ines Garcia Zarate. 
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Soon after Kate Steinle was killed by a bullet from a 
stolen gun in July 2015, a memorial went up at the crime 


scene. Steinle’s father, Jim, 


said of the verdict: “Justice 


was rendered, but it was not served.” 


“A disgraceful verdict in the 

Kate Steinle case! No wonder the 
people of our Country are so angry 
with Illegal Immigration.” 


— President Donald Trump, on Twitter 


Cellphones barred from court — is that smart? 


You can snap away 


in some records 


offices but not in heart of Silicon Valley 


By Tracey Kaplan 
thaplan@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


SAN JOSE » You can do it 
in Los Angeles, Oakland, 


Creek. But here in the heart 
of Silicon Valley, home to the 
world’s largest tech compa- 
nies, you cannot make cop- 
ies of public court records 
using your cellphone. 


cents a page to have a Santa 
Clara County Superior Court 
clerk make copies or do it 
yourself with a clunky porta- 
ble scanner, which most peo- 
ple don’t own. Sacramento, 
Orange, San Bernardino, 
Ventura, San Diego and Riv- 
erside also say it’s a no-no. 
But feel free to snap pho- 


with impunity in other 
counties — including San 
Mateo, Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Santa 
Cruz, Fresno and Los Ange- 
les. 

“T see no principled justifi- 
cation for not allowing peo- 
ple to use their cellphone 
cameras to take pictures of 


PUC: Utility 
cant pass 
fire costs to 
customers 


Setting stage for PG&E claims, 


San Diego power company, 
stockholders liable for $379M 


By Paul Rogers 


progers@bayareanewsgroup.com 


In a closely watched decision that could im- 
pact whether PG&E customers are on the hook 
for billions in costs related to the Napa-Sonoma 
fires if the utility is found at fault, the Califor- 
nia Public Utilities Commission on Thursday de- 
nied a request from San Diego Gas & Electric to 
charge its ratepay- 
ers $379 million 
after investigators 
found its power 
lines sparked three 
huge fires in 2007. 

By a 5-0 vote, 
the commission- 
ers said that the 
San Diego utility 
had not operated 
its electrical sys- 
tem in a “reason- 
able and prudent” manner when the fires began, 
as state law requires. 

As a result, the commissioners ruled, San Di- 
ego Gas & Electric’s shareholders, not its custom- 
ers, must absorb the costs. 

“There’s no dispute that each of the fires was 
caused by SDG&E facilities,” said Commissioner 
Liane Randolph. “And in each instance we find 
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“There’s no 
dispute that 
each of the fires 
was caused 

by SDG&E 
facilities.” 


— Commissioner Liane 
Randolph 


Senate weighs 
scaling back 
tax package 
to limit deficit 


Vote may be on Friday as GOP 
leaders tinker with tax cuts 


By Marcy Gordon and Stephen Ohlemacher 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Senate Republicans weighed scal- 
ing back the tax cuts in their massive package to 
secure crucial support as congressional analysts 
said Thursday the legislation would add $1 tril- 
lion to the deficit over the next decade. 
Republicans were making major changes to 


the bill — a top political prior- More 
ity of President Donald Trump — inside: 
up to the last minute, including Donald Trump 
one that would roll back some of plans to 

the tax cuts after six years to ap- drastically 
pease deficit hawks. The first re- cut national 
vamp of the tax code in three de- monuments, 
cades would affect nearly every documents 


American and business. 

The scramble to alter the bill 
came after senators said the chamber’s parlia- 
mentarian had ruled that automatic “triggers” 
designed to guard against big deficits would vi- 
olate Senate rules. GOP leaders’ main concern 
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Tidelands at 
San Mateo 


Birch at 
McKinley Village 


Tidewater at 
River Islands 


Cottonwood at 
McKinley Village 


Pia mle BUY A NEW HOME BY DEC. 31ST AND RECEIVE 


à. UP TO $bb.000* IN SAVINGS. 
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Purchase a new residence during our New Home for the Holidays Celebration and 
receive up to $55,000 in combined Design Studio and Preferred Lender Incentives! 


The Landing West at 
Fremont 


Mulberry at 
McKinley Village 


Learn More At NewHomeHolidaysBay.com 
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Magnolia at 
McKinley Village 
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